
After a long and distinguished history of 

scholarship in child language development 

and disorders, Professor Philip Dale will be 

retiring at the end of the current academic 

year. Professor Dale has been a UNM faculty 

member since 2006, and served as depart-

ment chair for six years. In addition to his 

many research articles, Dale along with his 

co-editor Leslie Rescorla, recently published 

a book, Late Talkers: Language Develop-

ment, Interventions, and Outcomes.  

In retirement, Dale will continue research as 

part of the Twins Early Development Study 

in the UK, a Danish preschool evaluation 

project, and further development of the Mac-

Arthur-Bates Communicative Development 

Inventories, as well as continuing to explore 

New Mexico, travel and do volunteer work 

with children. 

Philip Dale retiring; will be honored at Spring Convocation 
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What’s going on? 

 Job Fair 
The Department of 
Speech and Hearing 
Sciences will hold its 
annual job fair for 2nd 
year graduate stu-
dents on Wednesday, 
April 16, 2014.  Are 
you an employer look-
ing for interns or full-
time employees? 
Consider reserving a 
table at the fair – for 
$50, you can meet 
our graduate stu-
dents and find the 
right one for your 
business! Reservation 
deadline is April 9; for 
more information, or 
to reserve your space, 
call 277-4453. 

 September  
Conference 
Save the date! On 
Friday, September 
26, the UNM Chapter 
of NSSLHA, in con-
junction with the De-
partment of Speech 
and Hearing Sci-
ences, welcome Bon-
nie Martin Harris, 
who will offer a con-
tinuing education 
presentation on swal-
lowing.  More details 
to come; keep an eye 
on your email, or on 
our web site at 
http://shs.unm.edu! 

Professor Philip Dale 

Please join us at our Spring 
Convocation Ceremony.  
Along with honoring our 
graduates, we will recognize 
Dr. Dale’s many contributions 
to the Department of Speech 
and Hearing Sciences.   

The ceremony will take place 
on Friday, May 16, at 2 p.m. 
at the National Hispanic Cul-
tural Center’s Albuquerque 
Journal Theatre.  Please note 
that tickets are free, but will 
be required for entry. To 
RSVP for convocation and 
receive your free tickets, 
please call 277-4453. 

Departmental Convocation to be held on May 16, 2014 

The Class of 2013 at last year’s Convocation Ceremony 



Dr. Rick Arenas joined the department in 

August of 2013 as an Assistant Professor.  He 

received a bachelor’s degree in Speech and 

Hearing Science, a master’s degree in Speech 

Pathology and Audiology and a Ph.D. in 

Speech and Hearing Science all from the 

University of Iowa.  His primary research 

interest is in developmental stuttering.  In 

particular, he is interested in the contextual 

variability of stuttering; his research aims to 

understand the biological mechanisms that 

underlie this variability and to learn how this 

develops over time.   

Rick Arenas joins academic faculty for 2013-2014  

Meet our newest clinic instructor, Jennifer Hanson 
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Associate Professor  
Amy Neel 

Amy Neel has accepted 

a 3-year term appoint-

ment as UNM's Faculty 

Athletics Representa-

tive (FAR) to the 

NCAA. Faculty athlet-

ics representatives pro-

vide oversight and ad-

vice in the administra-

tion of an institutional 

athletics program. 

Amy's term will begin 

July 1, 2014.   

Neel accepts 
athletics post 

Jennifer Hanson joined the Department of Speech 

and Hearing Sciences in January 2014 as a Lec-

turer II and is the newest addition to the clinical 

faculty.  She received her Bachelor’s degree in 

Spanish and Psychology from Wake Forest Uni-

versity and her Master’s degree in Speech, Lan-

guage, and Hearing Sciences from The University 

of Arizona.  She has diverse experience working 

with adults and children in the acute care and 

outpatient medical settings with additional experi-

ence in public schools, and maintains a broad in-

terest in pediatric communication disorders with a 

particular interest in the assessment and treatment 

of bilingual clients.  

Assistant Professor Rick Arenas 

Lecturer II/Clinic Instructor Jennifer Hanson 

Philip Dale co-edits and contributes to book 
Late Talkers:  Language Development, Interventions, and Out-

comes, edited by Leslie A. Rescorla and SHS Professor Philip S. 

Dale, has recently been published by Brookes Publishing. It is a 

state-of-the-art review of what we know about children whose 

language development is delayed as toddlers: identification and 

classification, causes, longitudinal outcomes of late talking, and 

selecting appropriate interventions. The book includes chapters 

by many of the leading researchers in the area of early language 

delay and impairments. 
Professor Philip Dale 



Associate Professor Phyllis 

Palmer, of 

the Swallow-

ing and 

Voice Lab, 

was awarded 

a Research 

Allocations 

Committee 

(RAC) Grant to study the effi-

cacy of swallowing treatment in 

patients with oculopharyngeal 

muscular dystrophy (OPMD).   

Associate Professor Cathy 

Binger, of 

the Alterna-

tive and 

Augmenta-

tive Com-

munication 

Lab, was 

also 

awarded a RAC grant for her 

research on the implementa-

tion of a state-of-the-art tele-

health model in the schools for 

children who need augmenta-

tive and alternative communi-

cation. 

Work on both research projects 

will be taking place in the com-

ing months.  

and  graduate students have been 
working with Janet Patterson and Bar-
bara Rodriguez on developing and 
testing potential dynamic language 
screening tasks for bilingual pre-
school children.  Mireya Hernandez 
completed her thesis comparing bilin-
gual children’s performance on dy-
namic and traditional language tasks 
in July 2013 and several other stu-
dents have been working on another 
part of this project. 

 

 Work in progress….  Turkish, 
French, Spanish, languages from 
Northern India, Cantonese, and 
more!  Authors have contributed 
chapters on child language disor-
ders among children from many 
language backgrounds.  They will 
appear in a book edited by Janet 
Patterson and Barbara Rodriguez. 

 
 Many undergraduate, non-degree 

UNM launches bilingual collaboration with NMSU 

News briefs from the Bilingual Language Lab 
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Associate Professor  
Phyllis Palmer 

In collaboration with New Mexico State 

University, the Culturally and Linguisti-

cally Appropriate Speech-language Ser-

vices for All Language Learners in New 

Mexico (CLASS for ALL NM) program, 

funded by the U.S. Department of Edu-

cation, will support speech-language pa-

thology graduate students in obtaining 

academic and clinical training in bilin-

gual SLP.  The first cohort of University 

of New Mexico CLASS for ALL NM 

graduate students will receive tuition 

scholarships and complete courses in bi-

lingual language acquisition, bilingual 

language assessment, linguistics and ob-

tain 100 supervised clinical clock hours 

with speakers of languages other than 

English. 

CLASS for ALL NM, a unique SLP 

graduate training program, is a cross-

institutional  collaboration  between  

Palmer, Binger  
receive grants 

Associate Professor  
Cathy Binger 

Ian Lawrence reads with a young participant 

NMSU and UNM. 

Dr. Deborah Rhein, co-PI, directs NMSU’s 

CLASS for ALL NM program, while Dr. 

Barbara Rodriguez directs the program at 

UNM. The program includes course shar-

ing and collaboration in developing a webi-

nar for clinical supervisors across the state 

of New Mexico. 

We are quite pleased to be one of a few 

graduate programs in the country with spe-

cialized training in bilingual speech-

language pathology. 
Maja Whitaker works with a participant 



The preschool group clinic will continue this 

summer during the months of June and July.  

This hybrid model of group therapy and indi-

vidual treatment is open to children ages three 

to five years.  It is structured to provide target-

ing of personalized objectives and to provide 

children opportunities to practice communica-

tion and social skills in a group setting.  Chil-

dren receive up to four hours of therapy per 

week, and there is never a dull moment!  For 

more information, contact Jennifer Hanson, 

M.S., CCC-SLP at 277-0331. 

Sign up for summer fun in the preschool group clinic 

Fourth year for summer teen/young adult social skills group 

six once-a-week 90-

minute sessions that 

include cooperative 

learning activities, 

games, video discussions, 

role play, and the like.  

Count on a fun, educa-

tional time in a relaxed, 

nurturing atmosphere!  

For more information, 

contact Melinda Dolan, 

M.S., CCC-SLP at 277-8736, or call the 

Speech-Language-Hearing Center at 277-

4453. 

This summer will mark the fourth semester 

for our Teen & Young Adult Social Skills 

Group, designed to develop and improve 

social interaction abilities of the participants 

with family members, peers, teach-

ers/employers, and the general public and to 

reinforce appropriate social behaviors for 

success in school, work, and community set-

tings.  While social skills challenges are com-

monly experienced by individuals with Au-

tism Spectrum Disorder, Asperger’s, ADHD, 

and/or Nonverbal Learning Disabilities, par-

ticipation in this group is not contingent on 

a specific diagnosis. The group will meet for 

A group of faculty, 

students and 

bilingual support 

staff are preparing 

for the annual 

Mexico City trip, 

where they will 

spend nine days at 

Comunidad Crecer 

gaining bilingual 

speech-language 

pathology 

experience.  This 

year’s trip will take 

place May 20-29, 

2014. 
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Graduate students Victor 
Serafin and Marika King 
pose with a Comunidad 
Crecer student in 2013. 

Lecturer II  
Melinda Dolan 

The preschool group is lots of fun! 



Lough scholarship recipient Lee Sontag poses with a painting he donated to the Speech-
Language Hearing Center in 2013.   

Do you think only the rich can be 

philanthropists? Not so! Most chari-

table giving in the United States 

comes from the middle class, not the 

upper class. I would love to work 

with you and help structure a gift to 

UNM Speech and Hearing Sciences 

that works for you and your budget. 

You may be surprised what can do 

with creative structuring and long-

term planning. Call me at 505-277-

3194 or email yolanda.dominguez@ 

unmfund.org if you want to learn 

more!  

Meet Lee.   

Lee is a client in our speech-language-

hearing clinic and has benefitted from 

The Lough Scholarship fund to assist 

with affording his treatment sessions.  

He is an adoring husband, fabulous fa-

ther and local artist.  He suffered a trau-

matic brain injury in May of 2010 which 

left him with cognitive and communica-

tion deficits, double vision, weakness 

and loss of sensation in his extremities 

and chronic head and neck pain.   

Within moments of meeting Lee, you 

too will become a member of his fan 

club.  While his graduate student clini-

cians work with him on improving his 

memory, attention and speech to assist 

him with his functional independence, 

he in turn provides them with a living 

example of how maintaining a positive 

attitude and “never giving up” makes a 

difference in one’s life.   

Lee has donated two of his paintings to 

the clinic.  He wears prism glasses to 

help with his double vision and the proc-

ess of painting is extremely fatiguing, yet 

gratifying to him.  Lee said “the injury 

has made me very patient”, and “I am at 

peace, whatever tomorrow brings – bring 

it!”   

Artist recovers from brain injury with help from Lough fund 
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Yolanda Dominguez,  
Development Officer  

Due to increased need 
in the community, the 
Lough Fund is depleted 
every semester.  If you 
are interested in  
making a donation, 
please click here to be 
directed to our donation 
page. 

Want to help? 
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search Travel Award (SRTA) to attend 

the ASHA Annual Convention in 

Chicago, Illinois, in November 2013. 

This award is given to the highest-

rated ASHA Convention papers—with 

a student as first author— in each of 

the 26 topic categories.   

Undergraduate student 

Maja Whitaker was se-

lected to be a McNair 

scholar for the 2013-2014 

academic year.  Under-

graduate student Aaron 

Padilla was awarded both the AB Ir-

vine Scholarship and the 

Los Alamos National 

Laboratory Scholarship 

during the Fall 2013 se-

mester. Undergraduate 

student Jamie Ragsdale, in 

addition to her ASHA accolades, also 

received the Daniels Opportunity 

Scholarship for Fall 2013, and the 

Marjorie Yepsen & Carleen F. Farnam 

Endowed Scholarship by 

the College of Arts & 

Sciences for the Spring 

2014 semester.  Gradu-

ate student Stacy 

Golden was awarded the 

Research Project and 

Travel Grant through the Office of 

Graduate Studies to help cover ex-

penses for the stroboscopy workshop 

she attended in Nashville, TN. 

  

 

Speech and Hearing 

Sciences students 

have won an impres-

sive amount of 

awards, scholarships 

and honors over the 

last semester.  From the 

American Speech-

Language Hearing Asso-

ciation, undergraduate 

student Jamie Ragsdale 

and graduate student 

Diondra Maestas won 2013 Students 

Preparing for Academic-Research Ca-

reers (SPARC) Awards. Ragsdale and 

undergraduate stu-

dent Lee Buenviaje 

each won a PROG-

ENY award, intended 

to encourage the 

development of 

young scientists in communication 

sciences and disorders, and to high-

light undergraduate research efforts. 

Undergraduate student 

Quynh Do was selected 

as a participant in the 

American Speech-

Language-Hearing Asso-

ciation’s Minority Stu-

dent Leadership Pro-

gram (MSLP) Class 

of 2013. Graduate 

student Marika King 

was selected to re-

ceive a Student Re-

Speech and Hearing Sciences students score big 
with scholarships, awards and honors 

On the web: 

http://shs.unm.edu 

Jamie Ragsdale 

Quynh Do 

Diondra Maestas 

Aaron Padilla 

Maja Whitaker 

Marika King 

Lee Buenviaje 

Stacy Golden 

The University of New Mexico’s chapter of 

the National Student Speech-Language Hear-

ing Association (NSSLHA) raised nearly 

$500 this year for the Lough Client Services 

Scholarship Fund, which provides funding to 

help low-income and struggling families af-

ford services at our clinic.  

NSSLHA continues to focus their efforts on 

raising scholarship funds for UNMSLHC 

clients with an upcoming volleyball tourna-

ment, to be held Saturday, April 26th at 

Sneakerz Sports Bar, starting at 9 am.  

For more information or to register, contact 

Jessica Selbee-Satterfield at selbee@unm.edu. 

NSSLHA officers Elizabeth Finley, Jessica Sel-
bee-Satterfield, Marc Schroeder, Camila 
Nolasco and Chloe Mizusawa  

NSSLHA students raise 
funds for Lough scholarship 


