
to day basis.”  Beery added 

that “there is an overriding 

focus on family-centered care, 

and you have the opportunity 

to meet and work with stu-

dents and professionals from 

other disciplines.” 

When asked how they would 

apply the information 

learned, Beery stated that she 

“will be a lot more proactive 

about finding outside re-

sources for clients and fami-

lies including respite care, 

advocacy support, and disabil-

ity rights in New Mexico.”  

More information on the 

New Mexico LEND program 

can be found at 

http://www.cdd.unm.edu/N

MLend/. 

The New Mexico Leadership 

Education in Neurodevelop-

mental and related Disabili-

ties (NMLEND), offered 

through the UNM Center for 

Development and Disability, 

is an interdisciplinary long-

term training program for 

graduate and post graduate 

students and family mem-

bers. Trainees gain knowl-

edge and experience in neuro-

developmental disabilities 

including autism, family-

centered and culturally com-

petent care and leadership 

and advocacy skills. 

The program includes semi-

nars throughout two semes-

ters, leadership content, clini-

cal skill building, research, 

and public policy and leader-

ship workshops.  Utilizing 

evidence-based materials, case 

studies and problem based 

learning, role play and experi-

ential activities, observation 

of live clinics, and project 

activities, participants de-

velop expertise in under-

standing, working in partner-

ship with, and advocating for 

children and adults with de-

velopment disabilities and 

their families.     

Two graduate students from 

the UNM Dept of Speech 

and Hearing Sciences, Mau-

reen Beery and Nykki Mon-

taño, participated in the 

LEND program this past 

year. Montaño expressed that 

she gained invaluable knowl-

edge and experience on au-

tism, autism resources, and 

emergency preparedness for 

people with disabilities in 

case of natural disasters.  “My 

favorite part was that we were 

matched with a family or a 

self advocate and spent time 

with them,” she said. “You 

get to see what these families 

who have children with dis-

abilities go through on a day 

Two students participate in New Mexico LEND program 
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Alumni Newsletter  Want to get        
involved with     
the department? 

 Join the alumni email 
list! Contact 
twenzl@unm.edu to 
be added. 

 Join us at our job fair 
and social hour on 
April 10—details on 
page 5. 

 Consider donating to 
the department or the 
Lough client        
scholarship fund. 
Details below.  

How to donate: 

Department fund 
The Department fund is   
used primarily for equipment  
purchases and other special 
one-time needs that directly 
support the training and 
education of graduate     
students. 
 
Lough Scholarship Fund 
The Lough Fund provides 
scholarships to Speech-
Language-Hearing Center 
clients who demonstrate  
financial need.  The Center is 
the first year practicum    
placement for all graduate 
students.  
 
To donate directly: 
Set up your donation online 
at https://unmfund.org/
online-giving  - select “Other/
Not Listed” as the primary 
College/Program and type 
“Speech and Hearing Sciences 
Department” or “Lough 
Client Scholarship Fund” in 
the secondary line. 
 
Have questions? 
Contact Development Officer 
Yolanda Dominguez at 277-
3194 or Yolanda.dominguez@ 
unmfund.org. 

UNM graduate students Nykki Montaño and Maureen Beery 
participated in the LEND program this year.  



munication, American Jour-

nal of Speech-Language Pa-

thology, Psychological Bulle-

tin, Journal of Speech Lan-

guage and Hearing Research, 

and Language Speech and 

Hearing Services in the 

Schools.  

The UNM Speech-Language 

and Hearing Center contin-

ues to provide valuable clini-

cal services to the community. 

Our Center provides state of 

the art clinical services to cli-

ents with a variety of commu-

nication disorders, including 

speech sound disorders, lan-

guage disorders, aphasia, trau-

matic brain injury, and other 

cognitive impairments. Our 

students also work with cli-

ents who seek accent modifi-

cation and transgender speech 

and language services.   

On January 25, 2012, Dr. 

Richard Hood, Emeritus  

Professor and Former Depart-

ment Chairperson, passed 

away. Dr. Hood was re-

nowned for his teaching, 

mentoring, and program de-

velopment which continued 

to impact SHS graduate stu-

dents following his retire-

ment. His memory and legacy 

carry on with the Hood Schol-

arship, established in 1996, 

which is presented annually 

to UNM SHS graduate stu-

dents. The Department will 

recognize Dr. Hood’s leader-

ship and many contributions 

at this year’s Spring 2013 

Convocation Ceremony, May 

10, 2013. We urge recipients 

of the Hood Scholarship to 

contact the Department for 

additional details.  

Join me in congratulating 

everyone for their excellent 

work, and should you have an 

interest in making a donation 

to our program, visit our web 

site at:  

http://shs.unm.edu/give.html 

Barbara Rodriguez, Ph.D., CCC-SLP 
Associate Professor  
and Department Chair 

 

We welcome two new clini-

cal faculty members – Cyn-

thia Simonetti and Cindy 

Hannold – to the Depart-

ment this year, and we look 

forward to welcoming Dr. 

Rick Arenas, Assistant Pro-

fessor, in August 2013. By 

the beginning of next aca-

demic year, Speech and 

Hearing Sciences will have 7 

tenured/tenure-track and 5 

clinical faculty members. We 

are quite proud of our De-

partment’s growth during a 

time of difficult budgetary 

conditions.  

The SHS faculty are actively 

engaged in interesting re-

search projects, including 

examining bilingual chil-

dren’s response to language 

tasks, the effectiveness of 

language intervention for 

children who use augmenta-

tive and alternative commu-

nication (AAC) devices, 

measures of tongue strength 

in individuals with oculo-

pharyngeal muscular dystro-

phy (OPMD), acoustic fea-

tures of individuals who 

stutter, and genetic and envi-

ronmental influences on 

language development. The 

faculty’s research has ap-

peared recently in Augmen-

tative and Alternative Com-

Chair’s Corner 

“The Department will 

recognize Dr. Hood’s 

leadership and many 

contributions at this 

year’s Spring 2013 

Convocation 

Ceremony, May 10, 

2013.” 
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Dr. Barbara 
Rodriguez 

Graduation ceremony information 
The Speech and Hearing Sciences Department invites all previous 

Hood Scholarship recipients to submit a testimonial in writing or in 

person.  For more information, or to submit a testimonial, contact 

Melinda Dolan at mldolan@unm.edu. 

The Department’s convocation ceremony will take place on Friday, 

May 10 at 4 p.m. in the Domenici Center Auditorium on north cam-

pus. Parking for the event is in M lot; passes may be purchased at 

UNM Parking and Transportation Services at 1621 Central Ave. for 

around $9.00 each.  Please let the Department know you’ll be attend-

ing by sending your RSVP to sphrsci@unm.edu, or calling the front 

desk at 277-4453.  



This year, the University of 

New Mexico will once again 

commemorate this event by 

sponsoring vocal education 

and vocal health screenings 

on Tuesday, April 16th, 

from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 

p.m. at the Department of 

Speech and Hearing Sci-

ences Clinic, which is lo-

cated on the southeast cor-

ner of Lomas and Univer-

sity. Parking is available on 

a first come, first serve ba-

sis.   

Feel free to drop by during 

the event! 

Cynthia Simonetti joined 

the UNM clinical faculty in 

the 2012 Fall semester.  She 

comes to the academic set-

ting after 24 years as a Medi-

cal Speech Pathologist work-

ing in acute care, inpatient 

rehabilitation and outpa-

tient rehabilitation settings.  

Her clinic endeavors for the 

UNM SLHC are to increase 

the adult population served 

at the clinic, specifically 

those clients with neuro-

genic speech and language 

deficits.  As a new member 

of the faculty she is im-

pressed by how the faculty 

works together as a whole, 

holding student needs at 

the forefront.  Cynthia en-

joys working with the in-

credibly bright, creative 

and motivated students at 

UNM. 

Cindy Simonetti Cindy Hannold 
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Cindy Simonetti 

Introducing our new faculty! 

it an extremely precious re-

source. Our voice is invaluable 

for social interaction as well as 

for employment. In fact, some 

occupations such as teachers, 

lawyers and preachers make a 

living using their voice. Proper 

care and use of your voice im-

proves the likelihood of having 

a healthy voice throughout 

your lifetime. While it is com-

monplace to provide daily care 

to your teeth and hair, most 

people are unaware of the daily 

hygiene required to maintain a 

healthy voice.  

Every year on April 16, speech 

In a world of fitness classes 

and gyms, not many folks 

engage in a vocal fitness or 

vocal hygiene program. 

Voice is the most commonly 

used form of communica-

tion among humans making 

language pathologists, oto-

laryngologist-head and neck 

surgeons and other voice 

health professionals world-

wide join together to recog-

nize World Voice Day. 

Started in 2002, World Voice 

Day serves as an education 

campaign and encourages 

men and women, young and 

old, to assess their vocal 

health and take action to 

improve or maintain good 

vocal habits. The department 

has been celebrating World 

Voice Day since 2009 by pro-

viding free voice screenings 

and education to the public.   

World Voice Day is April 16 

Cindy Hannold received both 

her Bachelor’s and Master’s de-

grees in Communicative Disor-

ders from the University of New 

Mexico.  She has 20 years of 

Speech-Language Pathology ex-

perience with newborn through 

geriatric populations in medical, 

rehabilitation, outpatient and 

school-based settings.  Although her experience touches on 

many age levels, she has always maintained her focus on serving 

both pediatric and Spanish/English-speaking populations.  She 

served as an off-site clinical instructor over many years for 

graduate level students and as a CFY mentor in medical, outpa-

tient and school-based settings before coming to UNM.    She 

has provided ongoing education for therapy staff, educators and 

parents regarding speech-language development and disorders, 

dysphagia, cognitive and bilingual issues. 

Cindy Hannold 



goal is to make sure that 

every child has access to ap-

propriate communication 

modes as well as the instruc-

tional techniques they need 

to help them reach their true 

communicative potential. 

If you have any questions 

about our research – or 

know of possible partici-

pants whose families might 

want to participate – contact 

Cathy Binger at  

cbinger@unm.edu.   

Several students are working on a pro-

ject focusing on dynamic assessment as a 

possible framework for language screen-

ing for young bilingual children.  Re-

sults from an initial study were recently 

published in AJSLP (see below for refer-

ence).  Currently Janet Patterson is su-

pervising two related studies in collabo-

ration with Barbara Rodríguez.  Gradu-

ate assistant Corinna Rodríguez and 

undergraduate assistant Jennifer Ro-

mero are helping with both studies.    

The first study is by graduate student 

Mireya Hernandez.  Mireya has com-

pleted data collection for her thesis, a 

study comparing young bilingual chil-

dren’s performance on static versus dy-

namic ver-

sions of lan-

guage tasks.  

The static 

tasks are pre-

sented in a 

traditional 

testing format 

without feedback to the children.  In 

the dynamic versions of the tasks, chil-

dren are provided with prompts as 

needed, with the focus being on the 

degree of improved performance dur-

ing the testing session.  In Mireya’s 

study the children have more English 

than Spanish experience. 

Veronica “Nikki” Silva is collecting 

data for her 

undergraduate 

research pro-

ject which is 

parallel to 

Mireya’s study, 

but in this 

project the 

children have more Spanish than Eng-

lish experience.  Nikki and Brian 

Baker have already collected data on 

several children’s performance and 

they will collect data for the remaining 

participants during the semester.   

Patterson, J.L., Rodríguez, B.L., & Dale, P.S. 
(2013). Response to dynamic language tasks 
among typically developing Latino preschool chil-
dren with bilingual experience, American Journal 
of Speech-Language Pathology, 22, 103-112.   

Bilingual language lab news 

Research is on a roll in the AAC lab 

One major research project 

currently on the go, funded 

by the National Institutes of 

Health, is a study designed 

to teach young children 

with speech disorders to 

create messages by using an 

iPad app. We’ve had some 

unexpected – and exciting! 

– initial findings indicating 

that five-year-olds need less 

support than previously 

thought to begin putting 

sentences together using 

high tech devices. 

Because our initial results 

have been so positive, we’ll 

be working with even 

younger children for our 

next round. Our ultimate 

Cathy Binger (UNM associ-

ate professor) and Jennifer 

Kent-Walsh (associate profes-

sor and collaborator at the 

University of Central Flor-

ida) have multiple research 

projects on the go, all of 

which are designed to help 

children with severe commu-

nication disorders. Check out 

our new AAC ColLABora-

tion website: http://aac-

ucf.unm.edu.  

The site is still under con-

struction, but we’re excited 

to get this started. If you’d 

like updates on AAC happen-

ings both locally and nation-

ally, send us an email at                    

aaclab@me.com. 
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Nikki Silva Mireya Hernandez 

A young child with a severe speech disorder puts sentences together 
using an iPad. 



Social Hour 
Wednesday, April 10, 2013 

6:30—8 p.m. 

Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences 

1700 Lomas Blvd NE Suite 1300 

Alumni, Employers, and Graduate Students! 

A N  I N V I T A T I O N . . .  
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Please join us for a department social hour       

immediately following our annual job fair for our 

graduate students.  Tour the Department, net-

work with fellow alumni, meet graduate students, 

and reconnect with the SHS faculty. Hors d'oeu-

vres and wine will be served, thanks to the UNM 

Foundation.  We hope you’ll join us!  
SHS Front Desk 
Phone: 505-277-4453 
Fax: 505-277-0968 
E-mail: sphrsci@unm.edu 

R S V P  B Y  A P R I L  8 T H  R E Q U I R E D :  

Professor Dale on sabbatical for 2012-2013 year 

Twins Early Development 

Project, a very large study of 

language, literacy, and cogni-

tive development and disor-

ders in more than 10,000 

pairs of twins in England and 

Wales.  This month he is also 

completing work on an edited 

book (with Leslie Rescorla) on 

Late Talkers, to be published 

in the late spring by Brookes 

Publishing. He is also a con-

sultant on several projects on 

the assessment and interven-

tion for language and emer-

gent literacy impairments of 

young children in Denmark.   

He will return to 'regular 

duty' August 1.  

Professor and former Chair 

Philip Dale is enjoying a 

year's sabbatical activity, com-

bining research and writing, 

travel, and time with his dog 

Oscar. Philip spent two 

months in London last fall, 

and will be returning for a 

month in the spring, primar-

ily to continue work on the 

Philip Dale 



1700 Lomas Blvd. NE Suite 1300 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
 
Mailing address: 
1 University of New Mexico 
MSC01 1195  
Albuquerque, NM 87131 

Phone: 505-277-4453 
Fax: 505-277-0968 
E-mail: sphrsci@unm.edu 

S P E E C H  A N D  H E A R I N G  
S C I E N C E S  

New clinic preschool and social skills groups for summer 

A new group for preschool 
age children is forming for 
Summer 2013. 

On the web: 

http://shs.unm.edu 

perienced by individuals with 

Autism Spectrum Disorder, 

Asperger’s, ADHD , Nonver-

bal Learning Disability and/or 

Developmental Delay, some 

individuals experiencing social 

learning difficulties may not 

have received any diagnosis.  

An individual with any of 

these characteristics is appro-

priate for the group. 

The second group is for      

preschool age children, 3-5 

years of age. The program is 

for children learning to com-

municate and learning to de-

velop language.  This program 

is structured to provide active, 

guided learning experiences that 

accommodate each child’s indi-

vidual needs and that of the 

group. Preschool-age children 

with specific speech and language 

delays, developmental disabili-

ties, ASD, children learning Eng-

lish as a second language, and 

children who are typically devel-

oping are invited to enroll in this 

program. The children will at-

tend two-hour sessions twice a 

week. The total amount of inter-

vention for the summer is 24 

hours. 

For more information, contact 

the front desk at 277-4453 or 

sphrsci@unm.edu. 

The UNM Speech-Language-

Hearing Center will offer two 

new clinic groups for Summer 

2013. 

The first is for teens and young 

adults 13-22 years of age, and 

will focus on social skills over 

six group sessions. The group’s 

focus is to develop and im-

prove social interaction abili-

ties of the participants with 

family members, peers, thera-

pists, and the general public; 

and to reinforce appropriate 

social behaviors for success in 

school, work, and community 

settings.  While social skill 

challenges are commonly ex-


